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Shaz OYE in
convers ation with Irish
Times writer Tony
Clayton -Lea 07/01/06.
Photograph by Bryan
O'Brien.

Toe beer doing musie snee 2000, wihich & the yoar | put out my First EP. Fow the pat
oz yean Fve Been gRing sound the counry, building a profile, and am now
putsing the finading touches 16 an alburm that will be released early this year. | feel
that Mve been gven 3 gift of music. 'Whan | uing | can see people respond 1o my woioe
| feel | have an ethical responsblity 16 excit that ad 10 realise my potential That
sounch 4 bt comy, but thats the drive Behird fry trying 1o build a career in the music
inchstry. The materal | weite, & lof of whach i o Basd, drines on iy Sapenienoe
of the world Some of the themes might deal with the darker fade of humanity. bt i
@ trying 1o reflect the world aa 1 vee it 71 hopse that when the albsum comes ot it
resonates with people, Succes for me in the future i mone & question of when than
if. | absolutely believe that. 'm very positive sbout creatnes ind comemercial seccei. |
would hope that | would ges to the stage where it 0 eaver 1o scheve rplay theough
radso, for example, and where it's easer to get ums on seats for bve i They'ne the
oizacies 'm coming up againar at the moment. As | buld the profile, snd s peoapie
become more aware of my work, and hopefully le and respond to i, these things
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will become eawer

e dwarys Bebeved that determisation i ong of the corneritonss ol suocen
You've pot to have a dogged self-belief For anytheng you want 16 be succeuifi ar
ncreasingly. it 5 becoming the case to baree bo think creativisly of wirys that
circumeend the sytbem. In the commencial meda, Fhere ane more jSurnalists covering
more ernertanment for more meda cutlets, yeb. comveniely, the pabbc has s
chosce in respect of the artists they are exposed £0. | can orcurmvent that primarity
by derarwing outside the lires. | have shways done that.”

"To a degres, because of the system. the candh have been stacked agams me Tm a
black woman. a leshian, 'm out, so Pve siways felt that | have 10 deew cutude the
Bnes. Having sad that, there ane indreiduals within the medis, particuliely within radia
whe ane wery supportive of new artists, ndependent artats and rew Iith musc S0
fiar thery have been very helpful ard it's incumbent on ndependent artaty to work
with thede peopie 1o create a better system that we can all work washin.”
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